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Salvete amici,

We may have returned to Wisconsin nearly a month ago, but part of me is still in Indiana. This year’s national convention
was an incredible, emotional week, and I'm struggling to sum it up in words. Looking back, I’'m bombarded by vivid
memories: Michael beating everyone at Cards Against Humanity, constantly getting lost despite always traveling in
groups, the pizza man getting salty and pacing outside our dorm at midnight because we didn't tip him enough, Ram’s
epic tumble immediately after his election (#RIPpole), a sea of hands forming Ws as we waited for challenges to be
arbitrated during Certamen finals.

When my school friends asked me what I'd been up to over the summer, | was struck by how utterly absurd convention
seems from the outside. If | weren't part of JCL, the idea of anyone traveling for hours to scream cheers in and take tests
about languages that haven’t been regularly spoken for millennia would baffle me. But after my second national
convention, | understand more than ever why JCLers keep coming back. Whether | was helping lead spirit cheers or
playing Certamen, Wisconsin never failed to rally. Your enthusiasm and love were almost palpable.

After creating this issue of the Torch: WI, I'm incredibly excited for this upcoming year. I've read capable chapter officers’
articles about their schools’ plans, and | can’t wait to see their ideas in execution. Also included in this issue are
nationals results, articles by your WJCL First and Second VPs, and reflections from nationals Certamen players. | hope
you enjoy my work, but, more importantly, | hope you’re as inspired by the WJCL as | am.

Ab imo pectore,
Margot Armbruster

2016-2017 WJCL Editor

Salvete WJCLers!

Though National Convention ended a month ago, the PCD is still strong. Luckily, there is plenty on MadWest's plate to
fight it off until State in January.

Coming into this school year, MadWest has plans to create new merchandise. Ideas for crewnecks, stickers, and the like
were just starting to bloom going into the summer. This fall we plan on picking up where we left off with those ideas as
well as continuing with our sponsor t-shirt. We also plan to explore service. Finally, we will be attending a performance of
Eurydice at the American Players’ Theater.

In these first few months, it will be business as usual: recruiting new mem-
‘i bers, practicing for Certamen, coming up with first place spirit ideas (Cuius
: Casa? WEST HOUSE!), and continuing to improve our stellar constitution.
Hopefully other delegations will be as busy as us; otherwise, the PCD will
take over, and the WJCL will crumble.

MadWest looks forward to seeing all the wonderful things the WJCL will
accomplish in these coming months and, as always, is grateful for the
JCLove.



Statewide Awards

Certamen: Advanced Level 1st
Certamen: Novice Level 7th

Digital Scrapbook State 2nd
Non-Convention State Publications
10th

Ludi Slip-N-Slide Soccer 1st

Ludi Volleyball 1st

Brookfield Academy

Adam Abuhajir

Mythology Il 2nd

Hellenic History Ill 5th

Latin Literature Ill 7th
Certamen: Advanced Level 1st

Margot Armbruster

Reading Comprehension: Prose |lI
2nd

Latin Derivatives Il 3rd

Latin Grammar - Advanced Il 4th
Latin Vocabulary [l 4th

Mottoes IlI 4th

Academic Heptathlon Il 5th
Certamen: Advanced Level 1st
Essay - 10th Grade Girls 5th
Sight Latin Prose Girls 6th

Jay Chand
Olympika High Jump Sr. Boys 1st
100 Meter Sr. Boys Track 3rd

Ram Gollapudy
Latin Literature IV 2nd
Certamen: Advanced Level 1st

Madison Hesse

Ancient Geography | 2nd
Classical Art | 3rd 6 pts.

Roman Life | 5th 2 pts.

Reading Comprehension 1/2 & 1 |
7th

Mottoes I 8th

Madison Hesse, cont.
Open Certamen: Novice 2nd
Essay - 7-8th Grade Girls 2nd
Jewelry 6-9 2nd

Maps: Constructed 7-10 4th
Greeting Cards 7-9 8th
lllustrated Quotes 7-9 9th

Vibhu Kolli

Roman History Il 9th

50-yard Backstroke Jr. Girls 3rd
50-yard Freestyle Jr. Girls 6th

Nathan Kustner
100 Meter Sr. Boys Track 1st
Marathon Sr. Boys 7th

Rachel LeClaire

Traditional Scrapbook Large 6th
Decorative Stitching 11-12 7th
Small Models 11-12 9th

Michael Lo
Long Jump Sr. Boys 2nd
Marathon Sr. Boys 2nd

Joe Mann
Certamen: Novice Level 7th

Clare McCoy

Reading Comprehension: Poetry IV
8th

Mythology IV 10th

Essay - 11th Grade Girls 2nd

Ink 11 7th

Skye McCoy
Mythology IV 9th
Sight Latin Poetry 3rd

Amanda Roessler
Latin Literature | 5th
Greek Life and Literature | 7th
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Amanda Roessler, cont.
Roman Life | 7th

Open Certamen: Novice 2nd
Costume Jr. Girls 2nd

Essay - 7-8th Grade Girls 6th
Games 6-10 3rd

Jewelry 6-9 4th

Large Models 7-9 5th
Mosaics 7-10 10th

100 Meter Jr. Girls Track 2nd
200 Meter Jr. Girls Track 2nd
Friscus Jr. Girls 3rd

400 Meter Jr. Girls Track 4th

Victoria Toledo

Reading Comprehension: Level 2
9th

Essay - 9th Grade Girls 5th

Brookfield East
Ana Agapitova
Costume Sr. Couples 8th

James Arndt
100 Meter Sr. Boys Track 5th
200 Meter Sr. Boys Track 9th

Calvin Osinga
Long Jump Sr. Boys 3rd

Natalie Schmidt
Costume Sr. Couples 8th

Madison Smrz

100-yard Freestyle Sr. Girls 2nd
50-yard Freestyle Sr. Girls 2nd
200-yard Medley Sr. Girls 3rd
50-yard Backstroke Sr. Girls 3rd
100 Meter Sr. Girls Track 9th
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Teddy Stavropoulos

Essay - 11th Grade Boys 10th
Graphic Arts Pottery 11-12 6th
Sculpture 10-12 6th

Small Models 11-12 8th

Adam Storch
Long Jump Sr. Boys 9th

Paul Weiskopf

Ink 12 5th 2 pts.
Chalk/Pastel 11-12 7th
Charcoal 11-12 8th
Black Pencil 11-12 10th

Catholic Memorial

Michael Ginn
100 Meter Sr. Boys Track 10th

Homestead

Shir Bloch

Ancient Geography | 4th
Hellenic History | 7th
Certamen: Novice Level 7th
Decorative Stitching 7-10 4th
50-yard Backstroke Jr. Girls 8th

Natalie Ceelen

Mosaics 7-10 5th

100 Meter Sr. Girls Track 2nd
Long Jump Sr. Girls 2nd

Danny Klein
200 Meter Sr. Boys Track 9th

Ansley Laev

Traditional Scrapbook Large 9th
50-yard Butterfly Sr. Girls 9th
50-yard Freestyle Sr. Girls 9th

Katie McCarthy
Costume Sr. Couples 7th

Patrick Norman

100-yard Backstroke Sr. Boys 2nd
200-yard Medley Sr. Boys 2nd
50-yard Backstroke Sr. Boys 2nd
50-yard Butterfly Sr. Boys 2nd
50-yard Freestyle Sr. Boys 2nd
100-yard Freestyle Sr. Boys 3rd
Friscus Sr. Boys 3rd

200-yard Freestyle Sr. Boys 4th
Marathon Sr. Boys 4th

Long Jump Sr. Boys 6th

High Jump Sr. Boys 7th

Overall Olympika 5th

Nicole Platz
Acrylic/Oil 11 6th

Camryn Reid
Costume Sr. Couples 7th

Ben Starsky

Marathon Sr. Boys 3rd

400 Meter Sr. Boys Track 4th
Long Jump Sr. Boys 4th
Friscus Sr. Boys 5th

Ali Styles
Acrylic/Oil 11 7th

Sarah Sullivan
Small Models 10 6th

Erik Sutton

Certamen: Novice Level 7th
Marathon Jr. Boys 4th
100-yard Freestyle Jr. Boys 5th

Jackie Wang

Academic Heptathlon | 5th
Ancient Geography | 8th
Certamen: Novice Level 7th
Essay - 9th Grade Girls 6th
Marathon Jr. Girls 2nd

Janet Wang

Classical Art V+ 4th

Roman Life V+ 10th

Essay - 12th Grade Girls 3rd
Impromptu Art 12 1st

Mary Weitzer
Marathon Sr. Girls 5th
100-yard Freestyle Sr. Girls 9th

Madison West

School-Wide Award
Social Media 10th

Lauren Bayouth
Modern Myth - Middle Division 10th

Matt Daley
Essay - 12th Grade Boys 3rd

Cyrus Guderyon
Open Certamen: Advanced 2nd

Sam Hoyt
400 Meter Sr. Boys Track 6th

Marquette

Michael Kearney

Mottoes IV 1st, High Score
Mythology IV 1st

Latin Literature IV 2nd
Academic Heptathlon IV 3rd
Roman History IV 4th

Latin Vocabulary IV 5th

Latin Derivatives IV 6th
Roman Life IV 9th

Certamen: Advanced Level 1st
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This was my first year in Latin and it was a blast! A few weeks into school Magis pulled me aside and asked if I'd be
interested in "certamen". Not knowing what it really was, | went to my first practice after school one day and became
hooked. Whether it was the intriguing trivia of the game or the food, | kept coming back. After my team won state, |
figured | would be done for a while. That soon changed after | was placed on the Nationals novice Certamen team. After
weeks of studying, we arrived in Indiana, and the competition soon ensued. As the first three rounds came and went, |
had a great time meeting other teams and realizing how skilled they were at different facets of Latin. We eventually
made it into the semifinals, where we lost, but that wasn't a defining moment of the competition. The moments | will
remember are the ones in which other teams gave hilarious answers when they didn't know the correct one, or when our
team studied as late as we could to get ready for the match the next day. | am truly grateful that Magistra Wallach got
me interested in a new, interesting aspect of Latin | never thought existed. | am also proud of our team and all that we

accomplished. We made so many memories we won't soon forget.

When | was first introduced to Certamen, | was only a few
weeks into learning Latin for the very first time. My older
sister somehow convinced me that answering questions
about history, language, and myth would be a fun way to
spend time after school. The more | practiced and studied,
the more fun it got. Last January, | attended my first state
convention and played my first "real" Certamen matches.
Being part of an amazing team and winning state was an
extraordinary experience. This fueled my team and | to study
hard in preparation for nationals. When nationals rolled
around, | was in awe when | saw all of the amazing
Certamen players. After my matches started, it was very
rewarding to see how much all of my team's studying helped
us, and we moved on to semi-finals. The competition was
amazing, and Certamen at nationals was so much fun. |
can't wait for another great season!

This having been my first NJCL Convention, | was nervous about playing Certamen and representing Wisconsin; |
learned, however, the beauty of our state’s camaraderie. | played alongside a BA classmate, Vibhu Kolli, Alex
Castroverde from Homestead, and Orion Jetzer from Madison West. It was a great experience to compete alongside
Certamen players from different schools, because it encouraged teamwork and furthered my appreciation for the
WJCL. Our team faced competitors such as New Jersey, Ohio, California, and even tough teams such as lllinois and
Florida. Although our Intermediate team did not make it to semifinals, it was still wonderful to be able to play with my
teammates against the other states. Our dynamic was great, and | hope it will resurface the next time we play together.

This was my first year in Certamen, and it was amazing. Meeting
new people from my school, let alone people from all over the
country, was an experience in itself. Even though my team did not
do so well, Certamen taught me life lessons and, of course, random
jeopardy answers. It also taught me to persevere. In our first round,
we did not score any points, and we were all let down by that
experience. But after that experience, we were on a roll, answering
the questions like rock stars. Lastly, Certamen taught me to take
deep breaths and relax. | felt so much WJCL love during the rounds
when people were cheering us on and watching us. Certamen is an
incredible experience for everyone to take up, even if you are not
doing it competitively. Thank you all for the support this year! And
thank you Magis, Mags, and all the other Certamen players for the
amazing experience and the long studying periods to get me and the
others where we wanted to be.

It was great to play Certamen with Victoria
Toledo, Alex Castroverde, and Orion Jetzer, and
we definitely enjoyed it. Victoria and | were able
to combine our knowledge with Alex and Orion to
form a well-balanced team. Originally, it was
daunting to play against hard teams, but as the
round went on our confidence increased. So
many people came to support us during the
rounds, and their cheering encouraged us to do
our best. Playing Certamen at my first national
convention was a great experience, and | really
enjoyed being part of the Intermediate Certamen
team.
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This was—as | say every year—the most memorable Nationals Certamen of all time. Some have described it as “the
perfect ending,” “going out with a bang,” and “silencing the doubters.” It was that and more.

The lineup:
Name Position Height Year School
Adam Abuhajir Mythology 6-4 Sophomore A.B.E.
Margot Armbruster | Grammar 5-6 Sophomore AB.E.
Michael Kearney Mythology/History | 6-2 Senior MUHS
(captain)
Ram Gollapudy Literature 5-10 Junior A.B.E.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The Editor suspects that Ram is closer to 5-7 than the self-reported 5-10.)

The run-up: Hundreds of hours of preparation, studying, and practice are put in by Wisconsin’s Certamen teams every
year—this year was no different. As such, we went into the tournament reasonably optimistic, but searching somewhat
for answers.

Nerves were already shot by the time of the draw—that’s what having a national officer and a candidate for office will do
to you. Nonetheless, we sent the luckiest member of our team, Adam, up for the draw.

Round 1: WI-IL-IN
Round 2: WI-TN-TX
Round 3: WI-VT-LA

Round 1: Practice and experience matter very little for Round 1. Everyone is nervous, everyone is jumpy, and the only
way to fix it is to score some points. Although we admittedly lost the round, it was a close-fought battle — 160-155 to a
tough lIllinois team. Much more important than the score, however, was the confidence we received from putting up a
solid number of points and the resilience we showed by staging a comeback in the final five tossups.

Round 2: Unfortunately, Wisconsin Certamen often finishes strongly but rarely starts well. This round proved to be
different. Following 70 points in the first 5 tossups, we cruised to a confident 155-95 victory over Texas—a team we play
every year but have never overcome. Perhaps this was the moment when we realized we had something special.

Round 3: After escaping from the last twenty minutes of my dinner, | made it to Round 3, suited and booted. The goal of
the round was, quite simply, to score points—and score points we did. 18 tossups, 305 points, and, as we soon found
out, the second seed. Our draw for semifinals: Texas and Massachusetts.

Semifinals: Texas and Massachusetts have been our bogey teams for a long time. Although we had finally beaten Texas
in Round 2, there remained work left to be done. Again a strong start buoyed us forward—after 55 points in the first three
tossups, we rode out 110-55-25 winners and into Wisconsin’s first final in more than a decade.

Finals: | think | speak for everyone when | say that this was an unforgettable round. Three of the first four questions were
challenged—and that was just the start. Once more we began strongly, grabbing the first two tossups, but Florida soon
put us under pressure. After Tossup 7, we were down 55-45. The question remained—how would we respond?

To answer in a word—brilliantly. This was a true team performance. Between 8 and 16, everyone grabbed a tossup and
following 19, we were up 25 points—it seemed to be all over. However, that was not the case; Florida successfully chal-
lenged an earlier bonus and were suddenly back within reach. Despite this, we soon secured the victory with a challenge
of our own and the celebrations began. Unfortunately, Ram and | had to run—literally, as we were forty minutes late for
our colloquia sessions.
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I'd like to take this opportunity to thank one last time all the people who helped us earn Wisconsin’s first championship in
two decades.

Thank you to the writers, moderators, scorekeepers, and many others who made the tournament so fun and successful.
Thank you to the Wisconsin coaches and teachers who have guided us throughout the years. Thank you to all the fans—
your support in the finals and otherwise made us truly believe we could do it.

And, most importantly, thank you to the other teams and players. | will remember Certamen for, more than anything else,
the innumerable friendships | have made—those last long beyond the final tossup.

Ave atque vale,

Michael

The Wisconsin Junior Classical League ‘Bazaar’ was anything but bizarre at the National Agora this year. Spearheaded
by the WJCL treasurer, Mark Bechthold, Wisconsin’s table had not only Ludi jerseys, but also Ludi socks, hats, stickers,
and wristbands. One could potentially
wear an entire outfit of WJCL
paraphernalia (maybe next year we’ll sell
Wisco running shorts). When the cries of
“Wisco buddons” weren’t heard, one
would hear piercing shouts about the
deals on Ludi jerseys: “One for $20, Six
for $110”. Using their bubbly
personalities, other sellers went around
the Agora, individually speaking to
potential customers and making friends
along the way.

Selling at the Agora also allowed people
to bond with fellow WJClLers. Frances
Bartolutti, current Madison West Latin
Club President, sold at the Agora with
Emily Catlin (graduated), former
Brookfield Academy co-Consul.
Reflecting back on fond memories,
Bartolutti expressed, “Selling Ludi gear
at Agora with Emily was a party. Also,
shout out to Mark for the America ouffit;
those constitution pants were fabulous.”
As for me, | loved spending time talking to new friends while explaining to people why Ludi Jerseys are an essential part
of everyone’s wardrobe. | also enjoyed collaborating with other WJCLers to try to figure out what color hat would be the
best option: should you buy a hat that complements your hair color or the majority of your t-shirts?

All in all, making bank for our treasury can be loads of fun with good laughs and with great friends.
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To say the CMH Latin club had an exciting year is an

- understatement. For the first time, we have an officer
on the board, won state Certamen, and, most recently,
b attended Nationals. We've truly grown from a club with
ten members whose “president” was whoever walked
in the door first. This upcoming year, we have a lot
more in store.

First of all, we have a new board, led by Abby Zettel as
president and Sam Kramer as first VP (and yours truly
as tech co-for-life), and we’re excited to get to know our
new teacher and sponsor, Magister Sheaffer. Our
incoming Latin | class is bigger than ever, so we can
expect to keep growing. We’re hoping to continue
growing our presence in the WJCL by running more
candidates for state office, attending more meetings,
and maybe even hosting a meeting ourselves.

CMH has enjoyed expanding our role in the WJCL over
this past year. We can’t wait to see what this coming
year will hold.

Wayland Academy has been in school again for 2
weeks. We've had four meetings so far this year, and
the energy is very good. We have many fresh-faced first
year students attending already, and some of our
returning 2s, 3s, 4s have also joined the club. We've
signed up to do concessions at three volleyball games
as a fundraising effort for convention. We are excited
for a new year and can't wait for the instructions for the
war machine to be posted so that we can begin
preparing for it along with our scrapbook, t-shirt, and
Certamen teams. Carthago Delenda Est.

Our costumes looked great, and we had plenty of people participating. For the most part, we were great. We cheered
loudly and had plenty of energy. With that being said, we could have been much more successful than only receiving
3rd place one day. The goal is ultimately to win 1st every single day. This is, sadly, not entirely realistic, but this is how it
must be thought about. To achieve this we need EVERY SINGLE PERSON to go hard at spirit. That means high quality
costumes on everyone, cheering your voice box out for everyone, crushing Florida for everyone. Guys, | know we are
capable of doing this. We have done quite well in the past, and | know we can do great in the future. Let's go Wisco.
First place every day next year.
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% Brookfield East is gearing up for a big year! The
¥ board is currently planning a fall service project.
! ldeas include a stuffed-animal drive and cleaning up
the Brookfield East Nature Center. Certamen
practices are starting as well—watch out, WJCL! In
addition, we’re working with the Brookfield Public
Library to start up Classics Week, which will take
place in January. A display case has been reserved
for one month, and a featured bookshelf has been
reserved for one week. We hope to promote Latin to
elementary and middle school students in this way.

Starting last week, the Brookfield Academy Latin Club began planning for the upcoming year. The officers had a brief
meeting to discuss the upcoming activities, especially service events like Toga Trick or Treating and more. In addition,
the Advanced Certamen team led practices this past week, because it is never too early to start studying for Yale
Certamen. Furthermore, the dedicated Dr. Roessler provided a study session for testing once every week, which was
well-attended by underclassmen. With a strong senior-dominant leadership team this year, the BA Latin Club looks to
continue its active role in the JCL community and hopefully inspire freshmen to carry the torch after we leave.

Homestead has some pretty cool plans for this

school year! The usual Homestead Latin Club events (ice
cream socials, Saturnalia party, Caesar salad
spectaculum) will continue as always. Our board has been
working together to make this year a great one, with new
additions of social media and club events in the works. We
have plans to increase connectivity between our middle
and high school Latin programs as well, through visits by
high schoolers and fun activities. Capture the Helen will be !
returning for its second year, and we are also hoping to
start up another state-wide event hosted by Homestead!
More information on those will be coming soon. | can’t give
it all away just yet, but this year is sure to be exciting!
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